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A fatal attack on Gen. Ramon Rosa Rodriguez on Oct. 10 has led to allegations of extensive
involvement by government officials and the military in drug trafficking. Rosa Rodriguez was head
of the military anti-drug agency Secretaria Nacional Antidrogas (SENAD) as well as the coordinator
of the multinational anti-drug efforts in the Southern Cone. The ensuing investigation has also
raised questions about the role in Rosa Rodriguez's death by US Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) officials, as well as the Paraguayan agents they train. The first news releases about the attack
on Rosa Rodriguez indicated that the general was ambushed shortly after dropping his daughter
off at her school in Asuncion. Rosa Rodriguez was slightly wounded in that attack by shotgun blasts
from a passing car. According to the reports, as Rosa Rodriguez, his aide, Capt. Juan Ruiz Diaz, and
their chauffeur, Pedro Abundio Fleitas, pursued the assailants, the general was mysteriously shot
again in the head and died five hours later. Both Ruiz Diaz and Fleitas were also wounded.
However, as investigations into the attack continued, it became clear that Ruiz Diaz, Rosa
Rodriguez's aide, only arrived on the scene after the general had radioed for help following the first
attack. According to investigators, Ruiz Diaz fatally shot Rosa Rodriguez in the neck as they drove
through the back streets of Asuncion. Meanwhile, Fleitas, the key witness in the investigation, is
in critical condition. Members of his family say they fear that he will be killed while in the hospital
because of what he knows. According to sources in Asuncion, Rosa Rodriguez had discovered that
SENAD had been infiltrated by drug traffickers in an investigation that implicated his aide, Ruiz
Diaz. Rosa Rodriguez reportedly went to President Juan Carlos Wasmosy with his suspicions linking
SENAD agents to the drug trade. Wasmosy, in turn, asked him to provide proof of the links. The
general was scheduled to meet with Wasmosy again the day he was killed. After Rosa Rodriguez's
assassination, Wasmosy, under unusually heavy guard, made an early-morning visit on Oct. 18 to
the president of the Supreme Court, Jose Alberto Correa, to whom he turned over a briefcase. The
briefcase reportedly contained documents concerning Paraguay's principal drug dealers and their
ties to SENAD and to the civilian police anti-drug agency Direccion de Narcoticos (DINAR).
The assassination of Rosa Rodriguez occurred three weeks after a civilian pilot appeared on
Paraguayan television giving details surrounding the largest drug bust in Paraguay's history. In
the 1990 incident a light plane piloted by Carlos Amado Recalde was forced to land at a remote
military air strip in Parque Cue when it developed mechanical difficulties. After it landed, the
plane was found to contain 343 kilos of cocaine and more than US$200,000 in cash. However, at
that time Recalde was not arrested and dropped out of sight. In his recent interview, the pilot said
former president Andres Rodriguez and the DEA had promised him US$80,000 for piloting the
plane, but they never fulfilled their agreement. Still, he said the former president did eventually
paid him US$2,500 for the use of the plane. Following Recalde's television appearance, the former
head of SENAD, Marcial Samaniega, said that the incident was an undercover DEA operation.
This, however, raised questions about the DEA's activities in Paraguay since the US agency is
not authorized to carry out operations in the country, only to provide local agents with technical
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assistance. In another response to the Recalde interview, on Oct. 24 former US Ambassador Timothy
Towell said in Asuncion that those "nostalgic" for the Stroessner days were trying to implicate
Rodriguez in drug trafficking.
Towell agreed that the Parque Cue incident was part of a DEA undercover operation, carried out
with the cooperation of the Rodriguez government, but denied that there was any connection
between that operation and the death of Rosa Rodriguez on Oct. 10. Nevertheless, there have been
allegations that US DEA agents are in some way involved in the assassination. Witnesses say that
both the head of the DEA in Paraguay, Robert Ridler, and another DEA agent were present at the
scene of the first attack on Rosa Rodriguez. In addition, Paraguayan government officials, including
the president, have referred to Rosa Rodriguez's killers as "the spoiled children of the Yankees,"
meaning the DEA-trained Paraguayan anti-drug agents. Such remarks feed the growing public
perception that the DEA and their Paraguayan counterparts are connected to drug trafficking.
Many Paraguayans are dismayed that, 14 months after the country's return to democracy, there has
been an unprecedented outbreak of drug-related violence and corruption. Paraguay is considered
an important transit point in drugs going from Bolivia to Europe and the US. The murder of Rosa
Rodriguez was the first high-profile political assassination in Paraguay since the former Nicaraguan
dictator, Anastasio Somoza, was killed in 1980 in Asuncion, where he had gone into exile after being
overthrown by the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional (FSLN).
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